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Editor’s Note 

 Welcome to the latest edition of The 1812 War Cry. I would like to thank the 

leadership of the General Society for entrusting me with such a task. I have 

experience with newsletters, since producing my first Tolkien fanzine at age 

17. Nationally, I am the newsletter editor for Descendants of Fossors, National 

Society Descendants of Colonial Indentured Servants, and Descendants of 

Early Postmasters 1607-1900. Also, I am editing Missouri state society 

newsletters for the Society of the War of 1812, Mayflower Society, Sons of the 

Revolution, Society of Colonial Wars, Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims, and 

Jamestowne Society. And, to top it off, I publish the Gen. Thomas C. Fletcher 

Camp newsletter for our Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War camp, which 

has nationally won the best camp newsletter two years running now. 

Thankfully, we don’t live in the days of my youth and A. B. Dick mimeograph 

machines. 

 We will start using Constant Contact for email with regularity between 

issues of The 1812 War Cry. If you want to publicize your society’s event ahead 

of time, this is an excellent opportunity to reach the entire membership. 

Details are found below. 

 I always enjoyed the issues when they arrived in my mailbox. I’m hoping 

that you have the same experience this time around. 

— Sumner G. Hunnewell, VPG-Publications 

 

Publications Requirements 

 The 1812 War Cry is published three times a year (March, July, and 

November). Submission deadlines are February 1, June 1, and October 1. 

Society news is welcome in MS Word format. Scholarly works specifically 

tailored to our readership must be properly referenced.  

 Regularly scheduled emails are sent from the General Society three times a 

year (January, May, and September) through Constant Contact. Submission 

deadlines are December 15, April 15, and August 15. 

 Use of copyright protected materials or images without written permission 

is prohibited. Photos are encouraged as attachments in .jpg or .png formats 

(not .pdf format). DPI or PPI must be 300 or higher. Contact VPG—Publications 

Sumner G. Hunnewell, Editor, with any questions regarding The 1812 War Cry 

or scheduled emails. 

Send publication materials to: 

VPG—Publications 

Sumner G. Hunnewell, Editor 

Questions or suggestions: 

President General 

Tim Mabee 
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Tim Mabee 

 It is hard to believe that three months have passed since I exchanged hats with President Rick Hollis. A lot has changed. Today, 

as I write this, there are some golfers out on the course attempting to get some more play in before the snow flies and sticks. It 

seems as though we were in for an early winter when we had snow on the ground and the trees still had their leaves on just a few 

weeks ago. Now most of the leaves have been blown away by the winds of hurricanes that blew out before they hit here. I, too, 

have a few headstones in a local cemetery where I volunteer that need a little straightening.  

 Yet, despite the hardships that we all have been facing across the nation, our society continues to grow and flourish with the 

help of members that volunteer to help in so many different ways. Every single day there are dozens of members that are working 

behind the scenes keeping the wheels of this organization turning. The prior leaders of this organization set great examples and 

have inspired and lead in ways that have kept the membership interested and engaged. In every state, members are doing all kinds 

of jobs and doing them well. Keeping up with the small details can be laborious, tedious and boring, but if the details are not taken 

care of then everything falls apart and we know the result of that. Yes, we are not getting together face to face like before but we 

have adopted and developed new ways to communicate and overcome these obstacles. It is communication that we are 

continually attempting to improve upon. I hope you can see the result of some of these efforts as improvements. Meetings are 

being held electronically, with video and without. Registrars are helping applicants with their applications and many groups are still 

heading to historic places to remember and recognize important past events while being socially conscious. Many long forgotten 

and damaged headstones are being repaired and honored, by us, their descendants and others that respect sacrifices made. I trust 

that you enjoy what you see in these pages written by some of you and assembled together by Sumner Hunnewell.  

     Last month, I ventured out of state to accept an invitation in Tennessee. You will see 

on the enclosed pages one fine example of the inner strength of our membership and 

the full community that surrounds them in this difficult time. While dozens of statues, 

monuments and other historical building were being burned, defaced and torn down, 

the proud and honorable citizens of Tennessee managed to construct and erect a 

magnificent statue of a “Volunteer.” I am so proud to have been able to witness the 

bursting pride of the hundreds of Tennessee Volunteers that had a part in making that 

event a success.  

     I want to take a bit of this space today to thank you all for what you all do just by 

filling out the application to honor your ancestor and possibly finding a cousin. I want to 

thank all of you who read the web pages and let us know we spelled your name wrong 

and care enough to write us to correct it. I want to thank you for taking time out from 

your family dinner or weekend to sit in front of a screen for an hour ZOOM call. I want to 

thank those of you that sew your own shirt or jacket to wear at a function hours away 

from home. I want to thank all of you that use your vacation time to attend 1812 events 

along with all the other events that you have. Thank you all for being a little bit crazy in 

your desire to educate others with your stories about how things may have been two 

hundred years ago. You make all of our lives richer. Thank you. Enjoy this issue. 

President General Mabee at Camp Blount xxx 
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New Monument is Unveiled 
Camp Blount, Fayetteville, Tennessee 

       On a warm and breezy October day in 

Fayetteville, Tennessee, the “Volunteer Statue,” 

designed by Wayne Hyde, was unveiled. 

Members of the Tennessee Society of the War of 

1812 and Presidents General Hollis and Mabee 

took an active part in the festivities.  When 

creating the sculpture, Hyde worked with 

historians and the Camp Blount Historic Site 

Association to make sure the accoutrements of 

the volunteer soldier were accurate.  

  Camp Blount was the mustering place of many Tennessee volunteers during the War of 1812. It was on this place that soldiers 

went forth toward what would be later known as the Battle of Horseshoe Bend and the Battle of New Orleans. The Camp originally 

sat on 200 acres of land along the Elk River and was named after Tennessee’s Governor Willie Blount. 

Honor Guard and Artillery at the Ready 
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 Some of the land of the Camp Blount was saved through the efforts of Fred Prouty of 

the Tennessee Wars Commission and county executive Jerry Mansfield.  They and the 

locals citizens, including students of the Lincoln County High School, made the public 

aware of the historical significance of the area.  Forty acres of the land was purchased in 

2016.  Much of the Camp had been demolished beforehand by the erection of the Oak 

River Shopping Center. 

 The Camp Blount Historic Site Association has further plans to develop the camp.  It 

has walking trails and historical markers.  For further information see campblount.com. 

 

Sources (retrieved November 13, 2020): 

“Camp Blount Historic Site,” https://www.fayettevilletn.com/department/administration/camp_blount.php 

Milburn, Trish, “The Last 40 Acres” The Tennessee Magazine https://www.tnmagazine.org/the-last-40-acres/ 

“2020 Volunteer Statue Unveiling Event,” https://www.campblount.com/2020-volunteer-statue-unveiling  

 

Joe Harris, Colorado Society War of 1812 and Utah Society of the War of 1812 
 

 In Ghent, Belgium, peace negotiations to end the War of 1812 were in progress. The attack came under the cover of darkness 

on December 23, 1814, the day before the treaty was signed. The British had decided to continue an operation planned earlier to 

raid the Gulf coast and capture New Orleans. The British strategy was to separate Louisiana from the U.S. by force if necessary. The 

Americans, having received warning of British intentions, placed their southern defenses under the command of Major General 

Andrew Jackson — “Old Hickory” of Tennessee. Jackson arrived in New Orleans on December 2nd and immediately began 

preparations to meet the British on the battlefield. 

 The British expedition, under the command of Major General Keane, arrived at the mouth of Lake Borgne on December 10th. 

There they met and captured an American flotilla of five gunboats and two sloops of war. They then offloaded their troops and 

began marching to within six miles east of New Orleans. 

 Upon learning of the loss of the flotilla, Jackson placed the city under martial law and concentrated his scattered troop 

detachments nearby. Tennessee’s General Coffee with his mounted riflemen arrived on December 19th. The Tennessee and 

Mississippi volunteers, commanded by General Carroll, arrived shortly thereafter. In and around the city, Jackson was organized 

with two regular line regiments, the 7th Infantry and the 44th Infantry, a thousand-state militia, a battalion of three hundred city 

volunteers, a rifle company of about sixty long-rifle sharpshooters, a battalion of free blacks (mostly refugees from Santo 

Domingo), and twenty-eight Choctaw Indians. 

 It was fortunate that the Americans had concentrated quickly, for at noon on December 23rd the British vanguard, a light 

brigade of about nineteen hundred men, appeared on the banks of the Mississippi River near New Orleans. Here they halted to 

camp for the night. Being informed, Jackson decided to conduct a preemptive strike. 

 Jackson led a surprise night frontal attack with approximately thirteen hundred soldiers. General Coffee and his approximately 

seven hundred soldiers attacked on the flank while the armed schooner Carolina, floating in the river, swept the British with her 

cannons. 

 The guns from Carolina initiated the battle followed by Jackson and Coffee’s ground attack. As planned, the British were 

caught off guard. Unfortunately, the evening fog soon rolled in causing both sides to lose control. Soldiers became separated from 

their units, and the attack fizzled into a melee of squad-size engagements in the darkness often ending in hand-to-hand combat. 

 After an hour and a half of confusion, Jackson broke off the attack and withdrew his soldiers as British reinforcements arrived. 

Coffee followed Jackson’s lead. The American losses were 213 killed or wounded. The British lost 267. 

 The die was cast. The Battle for New Orleans would not be an easy victory for the British. “Old Hickory” would be ready and 

waiting. 

Society of 1812 members present 
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Craig Fisher, The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Ohio 

 
 
 When it comes to flying colors, Ohio Society past president Craig Fisher 
is always inspired. Compatriot Fisher began his interest in history shortly 
after graduating from high school when he attended his first Civil War 
reenactment. “It was an eye-opening experience in the 70’s as there was a 
wealth of original equipment from which to copy or in some cases, wear.”  

 From the American Civil War to the Bicentennial of the Revolutionary 
War, Craig has participated in many of the major reenactments. “The most 
memorable for me was being in France for the anniversary of the signing 
of the Treaty of Paris in 1983. We had over 350 men in revolutionary war 
uniforms marching from the Arch de Triomphe into The Hôtel National des 
Invalides with fifes and drums vibrating off the walls of one of France’s 
most iconic military institutions.”  

 “The living history community is a rather close-knit community. We feed 
off of each other’s love of history, which often includes all military 
campaigns and the material culture of our nation’s epic struggles. You 
soon discover that one time period is inexorably linked to historical events 
that play out through all of our nation’s past wars and struggles.” 

 Doing reenacting opened the door to some opportunities in the film 
documentary industry. I was fortunate to have a number of roles in some 
History Channel productions such as “Frontier: The Decisive Battles,” and 
“First Invasion: War of 1812” all produced by Gary Foreman of Native Sun 
Productions. 

 

 

   It wasn’t till many years later that Mr. Fisher realized that he had 
ancestors involved in almost all of our nation’s major conflicts. “My 
family was here very early. I didn’t realize how early until the internet 
provided an opening. Genealogy provided me with an up-close 
connection to my living history experiences.” 

   Along with raising a family and attending reenactments, Craig has 
worked as an illustrator, art director, and graphic designer to pay the 
bills. It seemed natural that a love of history and the profession of 
artist would find common ground. 

   This all culminated in battle flag art. “I began by painting all the 
battles of reproductions of actual Ohio Civil War Battle flags, the 38th 
Ohio, 100th Ohio, 14th OVI, etc. The Civil War was interesting but 
living in Northwest Ohio you could not miss historic Fort Meigs in 
Perrysburg. Here we have a conflict in which our 1812 soldiers spilled 
blood on Ohio soil. From participation in 1812 reenactments, it was a 
short hop into 1812 battle flags.“ 

   For those trying to authentically replicate a battle standard there 
are a few primary sources to draw on. Some are at West Point 
Museum and some were captured and held as trophies by our British 
opponents. Unfortunately, most, if not all of these flags were painted 

Craig Fisher portraying Major George Armistead in the 2004 
History Channel production “First Invasion: War of 1812.” 

The Fort McHenry Guard Fife and Drum Corps playing in the parade 
ground of Fort McHenry Monument and Historic Shrine, Baltimore, 

Maryland. (Courtesy: Fort McHenry Guard.) 
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on silk and are in very poor condition. The photos at my disposal for reference 
were made in the 1950’s and most were without color. Many of the early flags 
are archived in climate-controlled storage. Museums today do not have the staff 
or funding to allow private citizens to inspect and document them in this fragile 
state. 

 This year (2020), I have the privilege of finishing final touches on a set of 1812 
era battle standards for The Fort McHenry Guard. The designs are based on 
existing original Federal standards of the 9th US Infantry. I am told by Park 
Ranger Timothy Ertel, that the flags will be dedicated and flown for Fort 
McHenry’s annual celebration known as “Defender’s Day.” The Fort McHenry 
Guard is a volunteer living history program at Fort McHenry National Monument 
and Historic Shrine, a unit of the National Park Service. Fort McHenry is known 
for its defense of Baltimore and is the inspiration for our National Anthem. What 
is not often known is that the Stars and Stripes as we know it, was not 
documented to have been used by our military in battle until the Mexican War 
(1846-1848). “Old Glory” as we know her flew over military forts and on ships at 
sea but not carried by soldiers in 1812. 

 So what did soldiers carry to battle in the War of 1812? When Congress 
authorized five regiments of infantry in April of 1808, the Secretary of War was 
forced to consider the subject of “new colors.” None were readily available, and 
no guidelines existed at that time. Inspired by the blue and buff uniforms of the 
Revolution, instructions were sent to the Purveyor of Public Supplies on May 9, 
1808, authorizing the creation of a National Standard (eagle with stars, clutching 
arrows, acacia leaves, and shield) as well as a smaller battalion flag on cream or 
buff including a regiment designation on a scroll. 

 “The information is out there and there is nothing more inspiring then to see a 
silk battle flag flowing in the wind with the sound of martial music accompanying 
it.” Mr. Fisher’s fifth-great-grandfather, Issac Leonard, was wounded as a regular 
of the 22nd Infantry regiment at the hotly contested Battle of Lundy’s Lane 
(Niagara Falls, Ontario). He most probably fought under the silk battle standards 
of the 22nd Infantry .  

 Along with being webmaster for the Ohio Society, Compatriot Fisher is also 
trying to form a color guard for the state’s 1812 ceremonies. “Our current 2020 
lock-down environment means we will need to look to a virus-free future to 
rebuilding our guard volunteers. It’s my hope to see an authentic 1812 color 
guard that reflects the look of the militia and regulars that settled Ohio. The 
Society of the War of 1812 in Ohio has a great corps of officers and we are 
challenged with reaching a new generation and hopefully inspire them to look 
deeper into their martial heritage.” 

The Athenæum of Philadelphia 

 
 

From Original to Reproduction 

National Flag of the 9th US Infantry which fought at 

Chippewa and Lundy Lane. 

This color has been completely over-stitched as 

part of conservation circa 1930. The veins in the 

feathers, the outlines on the stars, etc., are from 

heavy silk embroidery threads dyed to match 

original paint colors and passed over and through 

the painted design to fix it to heavy linen backing. 

(Collection of West Point.) 

Concept art of proposed national battle standard 

 

Craig Fisher, flag artist, in studio with an in-

progress reproduction 1812 battle flag on silk 

destined for the Fort McHenry Guard 

H. Charles McBarron’s “Battle of Chippewa,” illustrating the 22nd U.S. Infantry 
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The “Beyond the Liberty Bell” Tours 

     After the “virtualization” of the 2020 Triennial and half a year of social distancing 
and gatherings restricted to few than 10 people (at least here in Pennsylvania), we’re 
already all looking forward to gathering and meeting together in Philadelphia for the 
August 2021 Annual Meeting of the General Society (informally known as the 
“Quadrennial” here in Pennsylvania!) 

     During the pandemic lock-downs and closures, we’ve all come to have a greater 
appreciation of travel, visits, and tours of historic landmarks, cultural institutions, and 
museums. Recognizing that by August 2021 there will be significant pent-up demand 
for tours of historic sites, the Pennsylvania Society looks forward to offering some of 
the best and finest tours in and around the first American city to be recognized as a 
World Heritage City. Almost all of these sites are within a few minutes walk from the 
Society’s Annual Meeting hotel, the Old City Philadelphia Marriott. 

     Philadelphia is home to 67 National Historic Landmarks (only Boston and New York 
compare) and several of these Landmarks have strong War of 1812 connections, and 
we plan special visits to them! Herewith, a 
preview of some of the tours to be offered 
during the 2021 Philadelphia gathering. 

 Many 1812 members will have visited Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell, but how 
many of you have enjoyed a private tour of these beloved historic sites AND a tour of 
Congress Hall?! A highlight of this tour will be the second floor of Independence Hall, 
which is usually closed to the public. This summer, Karie Diethorn, Chief Curator of 
Independence National Historical Park, and one of the leading historians on Independence 
Hall, conducted research and determined that a second floor courtroom was the location 
where, on January 9, 1854, the Honorable Joel Barlow Sutherland, Judge and retired U.S. 
Congressman, gaveled to order one of the largest assemblages of War of 1812 veterans 
ever gathered together (approximately 1,200), and which resulted an important moment 
in the history of our Society and its advocacy for benefits and pensions for 1812 Veterans 
similar to those received by Revolutionary War veterans. It is our hope that we will briefly 
convene the 2020 meeting of the General Society while in this historic space in honor and 
remembrance of our 1812 veteran ancestors. 

     Although primarily associated with the American Revolution, Independence Hall also 
has many associations with the War of 1812. Our National Park Ranger guides have 
informed us that they will be highlighting these 1812 associations during our tour, 
including all of the notable historical figures from the War who spent time in 
Independence Hall including Madison, Monroe, and Jackson, among others. Our 
Society held its 1904 meeting in adjacent Congress Hall, where the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the U.S. Senate met from 1790 to 1800, and we will tour this 
building too. The State House Yard behind Independence Hall is not only where the 
Declaration of Independence was first read to the public, but also where the reading of 
the 1812 proclamation of War took place, where drilling of Troops who would serve in 
the War took place, and where the Treaty of Ghent was read to the public. 

     Carpenter’s Hall not only served as the meeting place for the First Continental 
Congress in 1774, it also served as the location for our Society’s meeting in 1895. This 
notable Georgian architectural building also served as a meeting place for the 
American Philosophical Society, the Library Company, the Franklin Institute, the First 
and Second Banks of the United States and today continues to serve as the meeting 
place for the Carpenter’s Company, the oldest craft guild in the nation, placing the 
Society in very distinguished company. 

Independence Hall 

Congress Hall 

Carpenter’s Hall 
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     Dolley Payne Todd House. Dolley Payne Todd House. Before she successfully created 
and defined the role of First Lady as we recognize it, and before she rose to fame as the 
savior of many White House artifacts before the British invasion, the future Dolley Madison 
lived in this Walnut Street row house. The house features furnishings from the period of 
Dolley’s residency and offers a wonderful view of social tastes of this trend-setting hostess. 
Introduced by Aaron Burr while James was serving as a U.S. Representative for Virginia in 
Philadelphia, Dolley and James were wed in 1794. 

    The Athenæum of Philadelphia. Founded in 1814 
during the War, the Athenaeum is one of America’s 
leading private research archives and libraries with a 
major focus on architectural drawings and interior 
design. The Athenaeum’s landmark building on 
Washington Square, just behind Independence Hall, 
offers one of the finest 19th century interiors in 
Philadelphia. Highlights of these extensive museum 
and archival collections, and the War of 1812 
connections, are the beautiful architectural drawings 
for the U.S. Capitol dome designed by Thomas Ustick 
Walter that were needed after the British burned 
Washington and the Capitol building. 

     Girard College. Philanthropist, 
banker, and merchant sailor Stephen 
Girard was America’s first millionaire 
and Girard's Bank was a principal source of government credit during the 
War of 1812.  By the end of the war, Girard had placed nearly all of his 
immense private banking resources at the disposal of the U.S. government 
and underwrote up to 95 percent of all war loan issues, allowing the 
United States to successfully carry on the war. Founders Hall at Girard 
College is one of the first and finest examples of Greek Revival 
architecture in America and houses the Girard Museum and Archive. 
During our visit we hope to see Girard’s War of 1812 loan ledger book and 
other 1812-related manuscripts. 

  

 Second Bank of the United States. Today this remarkable Greek Revival 
building houses the U.S. Portrait Gallery featuring the "People of 
Independence" exhibit. The Portrait Gallery’s primary collections include 
painted portraits by artist noted American artist Charles Willson Peale. 
Many of these portraits were featured in Peale’s Museum located on the 
second floor of Independence Hall. During the War of 1812, the patriotic 
fervor of the war made Peale’s Museum one of the most visited 
museums in America. War of 1812 financier Stephen Girard was a major 
shareholder in the Second Bank of the United States. We hope to take the 
“War of 1812” Tour of the Gallery. 

 Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. Founded in 1805, the 
Academy is America’s oldest art museum and art school. The Academy’s 
current building, designed by noted architect Frank Furness in 1876 is a must
-see architectural landmark. We will pay a brief visit to the Museum in order 
to see Thomas Birch’s monumental painting “Perry’s Victory on Lake Erie.” Painted in 1814 not long after the battle, this painting 
became one of the most viewed artworks in America at the time. Thomas Birch painted one of the most well known series of 
paintings depicting naval battle from the War of 1812, of which this painting is the most well known. Soon after his election, 
President James Monroe made this same pilgrimage to see this painting during his Philadelphia tour. 

 These are just a few of the historic sites that will included on our 2021 “Beyond the Liberty Bell” tours of notable patriotic 
locations in Philadelphia that all Americans must visit at some point in their lives. We look forward to hosting you!! 

 

 

Dolley Payne Todd House xxx 
 
 

The Athenæum of Philadelphia 

Second Bank of the United States 

Girard College 
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     The War of 1812 was the source of two uniquely American fraternal organizations, which still exist 

today. The first is the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels (HOKC) and the second the Improved 

Order of Red Men (IORM). 

     The source story of the HOKC has as its focal point with Charles 

Stewart Todd. Todd was well-connected (although not rich) 

Kentucky lawyer, who during the War of 1812, saw military 

leadership as a stepping stone towards something better. Todd 

became the judge advocate and later aide-de-camp of Gen. William 

Henry Harrison. Although not at the battle at the River Raisin, as Harrison's judge advocate 

he had to investigate the massacre that occurred there. He shared in Harrison's successes 

and his failures, whether at Fort Meigs or the Battle on the Thames. He would go on to have 

a successful political career and later in the State Department as ambassador. During the 

war, he met and fell in love with the Governor Shelby's (ahem) 15-year-old daughter, Letitia, 

whom he later married. According to the HOKC, it was this Governor Shelby, who made Todd 

his aide-de-camp with the title of Colonel in 1813 (however, documentation stating such is 

not extant). 

 Over the next decades, the title of Kentucky Colonel changed from a military role to an honorary one. In the 1920s 

Kentucky's Flem Sampson decided that a formal society of The Kentucky Colonels would be formed. In 1931, Governor Sampson 

and some Colonels had a confab with one of their goals "to formulate a society or organization to restore the grandeur and 

sentiment of the original Kentucky Colonel; to more closely band together this group into a great non-political brotherhood for 

the advancement of Kentucky and Kentuckians...." 

     The organization grew in popularity as did its fundraising. Celebrities became and continue to become 

Kentucky Colonels from Shirley Temple to Elvis Presley to H. R. H. Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge. There 

are thousands of Kentucky Colonels around the world and one must be nominated by a Kentucky Colonel 

to have his name put before the Governor to give a commission. The main traits exemplified by Colonels 

are their volunteerism and their generosity. The HOKC has planned events throughout the year, including a 

Homecoming before the Kentucky Derby and a fall racing event at Churchill Downs. One fundraising effort 

is limited edition bourbon made especially for the Colonels. In 2019, Maker’s Mark was the supplier, while 

this year it was Woodford Reserve. 

     Colonels in good standing donate money at least once yearly. Because of this, the HOKC, a 501(3)(c) 

charity, is well-known for its generosity to Kentucky organizations in need. In 2019, through its Good Works 

program, the HOKC granted $2,100,000 to 265 non-profit organizations in Kentucky. Since 1951, it has 

donated over $50,000,000 to worthy causes. 

  The headquarters of the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels is in Louisville. Details about the HOKC or how you can 

become a Kentucky Colonel can be found at kycolonels.org. 

Sources: 

Colonels of Distinction: 2020 Contributors Report, Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, 2020. 

Jelsma, Sherry K., "The Making of Imperishable Honor: Charles S. Todd in the War of 1812," The Register of the Kentucky Historical Society, Vol. 105, No. 2 (Spring 

2007), 195-227. 

"Minutes of meeting of Kentucky Colonels called by Governor Flem D. Sampson and held in Reception Room at the State Capital, Frankfort, Kentucky, Saturday, 

4:00 P.M., May 2nd, 1931." 

“Pertinent Information Regarding the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels,” Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, 2020. 

 

 Charles Stewart Todd 
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 The Improved Order of Red Men has roots back to the Revolution through 

the secret and patriotic societies of the various Sons of Liberty, Saint 

Tammany and Columbian Order organizations. Many of these groups used 

native names in their polity as well as noms de plume. The later incarnation of 

these societies as known as the Society of Red Men appeared during the War 

of 1812. 

 “On the 10th of March, 1813, Commodore Beresford, of the British navy, 

with the frigate Belvidere, the Poictiers, 74 guns, and the schooners Peaz and 

Ulyssus, appeard in the waters of the lower Delaware…” This set into effect 

the desire of some patriotic Philadelphians to organize themselves as the 

“Junior Artillerists” to help garrison the severely undermanned Fort Mifflin on 

the Delaware, which was under the command of Capt. James Nelson Barker. 

Two other groups of volunteers also accompanied them. The men were drilled and manned the garrison for two weeks before 

being discharged. 

     “At that fort originated the Society of Red Men; instituted not only for 

social purposes, but to relieve each other in sickness or distress; and in the 

event of battle, solemnly pledged at all personal hazards firmly to adhere 

to each other in defense of our country’s cause.” 

     The group flourished as a secret society, members having to be non-

slave holding citizens of the U. S. Various “wigwams” were organized in 

different parts of the county, but after an early success, many groups 

dissolved. Wishing to restart a patriotic group, a “tribe” was organized in 

Maryland in 1834, with the overarching organization named the Order of 

Red Men, which soon after was styled the Improved Order of Red Men. 

This differentiated it from earlier Red Men Societies. Further local 

wigwams were created in the state, so a Great Council was formed. Once 

other states started their own local groups and the popularity of the I.O.R.M. expanded, a Great Council of the United States was 

formed in 1847. The Great Council of the United States continues to meet yearly. 

  The secret rituals of the IORM mimicked what they felt honored what was considered at that time “the vanishing race.” This 

included an entire nomenclature and dressing up as natives in their ceremonies, which has fallen out of favor. The organization 

flourished across the U. S., including the Philippines. At its height in 1929, there were over 400,000 members, including the 

women’s “Degree of Pocahontas.” In 1974, the membership requirement of being “white” was removed. Like many fraternal 

organizations, it has suffered steady decreases in membership. It has always been a benevolent and charitable society. In 2018, this 

501(3)(c) organization donated well over $100,000 to its designated national charity, The Alzheimer's Association. 

  The headquarters and museum of the Improved Order of Red Men is in Waco, Texas. Details about the IORM or how you can 

become a member can be found at iorm.online. 

Sources: 

Davis, Robert E., History of the Improved Order of Red Men and Degree of Pocahontas 1765-1988 (Waco, TX: Davis Bros. Publishing Co., 1990) 

Gorham, Morris H., The History of the Improved Order of Red Men (Philadelphia: William G. Hollis, 1884) 

Lemke, Carl R., ed., Official History of the Improved Order of Red Men, “Latest Revised Edition” (Waco, TX: Davis Bros. Publishing Co., 1964) 

Litchman, Charles H., ed., Official History of the Improved Order of Red Men (Boston: Fraternity Publishing Company, 1893) 

Musser, Paul H., James Nelson Barker 1784-1858 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1929) 

Red Men Magazine (2019), http://iorm.online/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/01.24.2019-Online-Magazine-Final.pdf (accessed November 13, 2020) 

Flag of the Order (1875) 

Diploma showing the organization at Fort Mifflin in 1813 
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 The General Society offers grants for State Society projects. Usually, this would be for the erection of new monuments or 

restoration of old ones, but not always. By following the guidelines, supplying invoices / estimates, and filling out a relatively simple 

form, State Societies can avail themselves of General Society money set aside for various purposes. Here are a couple of State 

Society case studies. 

   The Pennsylvania Society needed funds for the restoration of a monument / tombstone 

erected by the First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry. This was for Charles Ross, Captain of the 

First Troop and veteran of the War of 1812, who was buried in the cemetery of the 

Old Pine Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. Over time, the sculptural elements on 

the top of the monument were lost. The church donated $3000 for the creation 

and restoration of the sculpture and the Pennsylvania Society donated $3000 as 

well. The request to the General Society for an additional $3000 was granted. 

   The Missouri Society was made aware that the military papers of General Thomas 

Adams Smith resided in the archives of the State Historical Society of Missouri 

(SHSMO). Working with the librarians of SHSMO and the Daughters of the War of 

1812, we agreed this would make a worthy project for Missouri’s 2021 

bicentennial. The Missouri Daughters donated $1000 and the Missouri Society 

$500. A request of $500 was made to the General Society, which was granted. The 

$2000 paid for the scanning and indexing for Smith’s papers. Volunteers were 

enlisted to transcribe the papers. The collection is available on-line. Search for 

“Thomas Adams Smith Papers, 1798-1864 (C1029)” in your favorite search engine. 

GUIDELINES 

 The Grants Committee will judge the merit of each request on a narrow criterion as follows: 

• A project must be of national or regional significance, of enduring character, and demonstrated permanence specific only to the 

War of 1812, events, landmarks and personalities. The committee will not consider a transitory proposal. 

• No grant requests will be considered for individuals. The granting of Scholarships and Fellowships are never considered, except 
for high school and college students who may act as interns or students on an approved 1812 era Ship or historic site. In this 
case a report or essay of the experience will be required. 

• The Committee will not approve research work that is not directly related to the time period of the War of 1812 nor consider 
any program of direct social action or political advocacy, nor will it fund operating expenses of any petitioner. The Society will 
not grant funds to be used for entertainment, food, or beverages. No grant funds will be used for salaries or subsidies for any 
individuals. 

 All grant proposals shall be submitted on a form provided by the General Society to include, but not limited to the following 

basic information: 

• Name of the requesting State Society or Organization 
• A detailed description of the project along with attachments showing a rendition of the finished product in the case of 

Monuments and Markers, or a treatment in the case of a literary project. The General Society will provide Guidance and 
approval for the appropriate seals and artwork. The General Society may request any other information it deems appropriate 
to determine the merits of the request. 

 The General Society may match up to 50% of a State Society’s project not to exceed $1,000.00 per proposal or in the amounts 
approved by the Executive Committee. 

 All grant requests for financial support from the General Society must be submitted to the Co-Chairman of the Grants 
Committee: David Eagan and Robert Gang. Upon approval, the Treasurer General will be notified. 

Grants from the General Society 
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Indiana 1812  
Flag Display Completed 

 
 
     The Indiana Society of the War of 1812 didn't give up 
the ship in 2020. Indiana 1812 Society President James 
Shoptaw spearheaded an effort to complete an 1812 flag 
display, with flag spreaders and indoor flag bases. Several 
Indiana 1812 society members sent in contributions for 
the special project. The end result was a beautiful flag 
display for future meetings. Former Ohio 1812 Society 
President Craig Fisher meticulously reproduced the 
William Henry Harrison Banner which declares “Strike for 
the Country's Good” that was used at the Battle of 
Thames. All this proves we do better together.  
  

15 Star and Stripes Flag, 1812 Society Flag, Don't Give up the Ship Flag, 
the William H Harrison Banner, and the Veterans Exempt Flag, associat-
ed with the Battle of Plattsburg.   

April 29, 2019 Burton La Verne Showers #4503, Illinois Society #244. Ancestor: Jacob Sypher. 

May 12, 2019 Garland H. Pilliar #5898, Washington Society #16. Ancestor: Thomas Hurst. 

December 13, 2019 Barry George Warren #5361, Virginia Society #64. Ancestor: Sanders (Saunders) Warren.  

February 21, 2020, Darrell Joseph Wolf #7927, Maryland Society #1035. Ancestor: John Kepner. 

March 28, 2020 John McCullough Gibson #3108, Pennsylvania Society #962. Ancestor: Jacob Gibson II. 

April 11, 2020 Michael W. R. Davis #4620, Michigan Society #132. Ancestor: Phanuel Davis. 

April 14, 2020 Edward Overton Cailleteau #3985, Louisiana #602 and Mississippi #21 Societies. Ancestor: George King. 

April 30, 2020 Brent Dawson Lehmann #3026, Maryland Society #535. Ancestor: Samuel Elbert. 

May 9, 2020 Dr. Norman John Knorr #4910, Maryland Society #739. Ancestor: William Knorr. 

May 12, 2020 Edward Coleman Trexler, Jr. #6158, Virginia Society #170. Ancestor: Henry P. Eanes. 

June 10, 2020 Gale Arlen Palmer #6752, Washington Society. Ancestor: Albert Palmer. 

October 10, 2020 George Michael Harlan #6059, Maryland Society #880. Ancestor: John Adams Webster. 

October 17, 2020 Sumner Gary Hunnewell, Sr., #7623, Missouri Society #103. Ancestor: Josiah Hunnewell. 

November 11, 2020, Bert Daniel Blackmon III #6783, Alabama Society #108. Ancestor: William Cox. 
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Illinois 1812  
Dedication Service Honoring Musician Rufus Dressor, II 

Reno-Bethel Cemetery, Bond County, Illinois 

 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Illinois held a grave dedication on October 18, 2020, at 2:00 p.m. for Musician 
Rufus Dressor II, at Reno-Bethel Cemetery in the small Bond County village of Reno, Illinois. Dressor was born July 29, 1795. He was 
a soldier in the War of 1812, serving as a Musician (fifer) in Johnson’s Company of the 1st Battalion, Chandler’s Artillery, 
Massachusetts Militia. The Musician’s rank was between a Private and a Corporal. A Musician was a non-combatant foot soldier 
who sounds signals during changes in formation and military maneuvers. 

 In 1815, Rufus married Mary Tamar Cothren, of Farmington, Maine, born 1797. They lived at Temple, Maine, where seven of 
their eight children were born. In 1836, Rufus made a trip to Bond County, Illinois, and purchased a farm about two miles south of 
the Bethel Church, in what is now Shoal Creek Township. On August 20, 1837, the Dressor family left Chesterville, Maine, traveling 
by covered wagon through New York State to Wheeling, Virginia (now West Virginia), where they took the National Road. They 
arrived at the farm in Bond County on October 19, 1837 (almost exactly 183 years before the Dedication). The first winter they 
lived in a log cabin, then built a nice home, which was occupied by 
descendants of the original family until it burned in the early 1940’s. 

 Rufus and his family were very influential in Bond County. Rufus was a 
Justice of the Peace in Bond County, with the title of Judge. He was one of the 
three judges of the County Court and was a farmer and a miller. 

 Rufus and Mary had three daughters and five sons. The oldest son, Rufus 
III, died in Mexico during the Mexican War. Two sons served in the Illinois 
legislature, Hiram in the lower house and Nathaniel in the Senate. Joshua and 
Francis Dressor were farmers; Francis was also a businessman. 

 Rufus Dressor II died October 13, 1858. His wife survived until July 17, 
1880. 

 Nine of Rufus’ descendants attended and participated in the Dedication. The photo above shows the descendants and the 
members of the Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Illinois. Those pictured are (left-right): Jane Baumberger Netzler, Craig 
Baumberger, Jody Baumberger Gehrig, Robert Ridenour (Illinois Society President), Eric Reelitz (Illinois Society Vice President), Sue 
Baumberger Freeberg, Jim DeGroff (Illinois Society Registrar), Nancy Baumberger Nowlin, Kevin Kaegy (Illinois Society Chaplin), 
Eileen Dalenberg Strenecky, Mark Mullen, Alice Huffman Mullen. [Eric Reelitz is a descendant of Rufus Dressor II; DeGroff, Kaegy, 
and Ridenour are not.] 

Iowa 1812  

Flag Retirement Ceremony 
Des Moines, Iowa 

 
 Three generations of Iowa Society War of 1812 
members, Isaac, Mike and David Rowley, participated in 
the flag retirement ceremony at Glendale Cemetery in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

 The annual ceremony is normally held the first 
Saturday after “9-11” (September 11th). This year over 
4000 flags were retired by the Iowa Color guard, members 
and volunteer citizens. 
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Kentucky 1812  
Kentucky Charter Presented at Zachary Taylor’s House 

Louisville, Kentucky 

 

 The “sun was shining bright at an old Kentucky home” on June 17, 2020. On this day members of the General Society of the 
War of 1812 met at the home of Dr. William Gist to complete some old business and some new. The residence of Dr. Gist is known 
as the Zachary Taylor House or Springfield and was the home of Zachary Taylor, hero in the War of 1812 and Mexican War and 
twelfth President of the United States. President Taylor is buried not far from the home in the Zachary Taylor National Veterans 
Cemetery. The beautiful house and location were perfect for Society business that day.  
 

  The old business was completed by President General Richard D. Hollis, 
Kentucky Registrar and Kentucky VP General Dr. William C. Gist, Jr., 
previous Kentucky President Douglas T. Collins and current Kentucky 
President Brendan Potter. President General Hollis delivered a beautifully 
framed Kentucky Charter to The Society of the War of 1812 in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, originally presented in August 2019. The 
Charter was turned over to the Kentucky officers on the steps of the 
Zachary Taylor house. Old Glory and the River Raison flags were 
appropriately posted nearby. Old Glory is the famed Star-Spangled Banner 
which flew over Ft. McHenry during the war of 1812. It carries special 
significance to the Kentucky Society as Kentucky was represented by the 
15th star and stripe on the flag before reverting to 13 stripes. The Charter 
will be maintained for the posterity of the Kentucky Chapter.   
 
 The new business was also one of the last for outgoing PG 
Richard Hollis, who pinned new Society member Mike King of Louisville. 
The pinning was done in the presence of Dr. William Gist, Douglas Collins, 
and Brendan Potter in the garden of Springfield. The historic setting and 
the pinning by President General Hollis with other officers of the Society 
was appreciated by 

Mike King. It was also a fitting conclusion of business for PG Hollis ensuring the 
continued growth of members for the Society and the start of activities by Mike 
King with the Society. 
 
 Mike King is the President of the Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter, Kentucky 
Society, Sons of the American Revolution, and involved with a variety of 
military veterans related support groups. He is an Army Veteran with advanced 
degrees, a professor teaching business courses at universities and owner of a 
business and technology projects consulting business. He is also the National 
Project Manager for the Hershel “Woody” Williams Medal of Honor Foundation 
building Gold Star Families Memorial Monuments nationally. These honor 
families of military men and women, who made the ultimate sacrifice.  
 
 The ancestor of Mike King was General John Edwards King of Burkesville, 
Kentucky, who fought at the Battle of the Thames during the War of 1812 and 
King’s Mountain in the Revolutionary War. He was a friend of Governor Isaac 
Shelby and well known in the community where he lived. Planning is now in 
progress to renovate General King’s gravesite near Burkesville. Compatriot King 
is proud to be a new member of the Society and is looking forward to 
participating in the General Society of the War of 1812 as a Kentuckian and 
American military veteran. 

 Kentucky Ex-President Douglas Collins, President Brendan 
Potter, PG Rick Hollis and Dr. William Gist 

PG Rick Hollis, Dr. William Gist, Mike King, Kentucky 
President Brendan Potter 
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Louisiana 1812  
Louisiana Society Reports Successful Battle of New Orleans Events 

Elects New Officers at its 2020 Annual Meeting 
 
 
 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Louisiana held its Annual Meeting on July 26, 2020, at the Metairie Country Club. 
Society President Roger F. Villere II reported on a very successful year of activities.  
 
 On January 4, 2020, the Society launched the 205th Anniversary of the 
Battle of New Orleans celebration with a program at the historic Jackson 
Square in the French Quarter of New Orleans. Dignitaries in attendance 
included General Society of the War of 1812 President General Richard D. 
Hollis, General Society Past President General Thomas E. Jacks, and the United 
States Daughters of 1812 President National Mary Raye Casper. Joining 
President National Casper were several other national officers of the United 
States Daughters of 1812, including Vice President National Dianne Canestra, 
Treasurer National Anne Farley, and Chaplin National Patricia Gallagher. 
Representing the Chalmette Chapter of the Louisiana Society United States 

Daughters of 1812 was President Pam Welch. 
Representing the Mississippi Society United 
States Daughters of 1812 was President 
Kathie Henry. Among the featured speakers 
on this particular occasion were Louisiana Lt. 
Governor William H. Nungesser and Consul 
General of France Vincent Sciama. Society 
officers presented wreaths presented at the 
Andrew Jackson statue in honor of his victory 
on the Chalmette plain. General Society Gulf 
District Deputy President General William 
Allerton III presided as Marshal General. The 
event chairman was Past Louisiana Society 
President Jacques D. Walker.  

 
 The Jackson Square program and wreath-laying ceremony were followed by a solemn ceremony on the Mississippi River banks 
to honor the memory of the sailors who fought in the historic Battle of Lake Borgne and on the Mississippi River to save New 
Orleans. Louisiana Society President Villere was joined by Louisiana Public Service Commissioner Eric F. Skrmetta to lay a wreath in 
the river to remember our Navy’s contributions to Andrew Jackson’s victory. Following the river ceremony, Lt. Governor Nungesser 

hosted a reception at the historic Cabildo of the Louisiana 
State Museum for all dignitaries.  
 
    The Louisiana Society concluded its Battle of New Orleans 
activities later that evening with its Grand Military Victory 
Ball at the Metairie Country Club. A program recreating the 
reception held in New Orleans to honor Andrew Jackson 
after his victory depicted Society President Villere and his 
wife, Donna, as General and Mrs. Jackson; Society 
Treasurer Henry Phillip Roquette Jr, and his wife Alanna, as 
Governor and Mrs. William C.C. Claiborne; and Past Society 
President and Victory Ball Chairman Shannon Walgamotte 
as New Orleans Mayor Nicholas Girod. Walgamotte’s wife, 
Lynda, ball matron, and Louisiana Society President of the 
United States Daughters of 1812, sang the Star-Spangled 
Banner. Brig. Gen. John Bettes Dunlap III served as Grand 
Marshall.  

Louisiana Lt. Governor Nungesser xxx Xxx Villere, Walker, and Rouquette Jr. at Jackson Square 

Hollis, Canestra, Casper, Allerton, and Jacks 
at the Metairie Country Club 
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 Five demoiselles were presented, starting with Miss Sarah Martha Scarlato, daughter of Mr. Michael Victor Scarlato II and Mrs. 
Meghan Martha Turner Scarlato, who represented New Orleans. Representing Louisiana was Miss Catherine Marie Zimmermann, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Michael Zimmermann, and Delaware, Miss Marcia Elizabeth Skrmetta, daughter of Hon. and Mrs. 
Eric F. Skrmetta. The final two were Misses Kobi Isabella Painting, daughter of Brig. Gen. Rodney Painting and Mrs. Monica 
Carpenter Painting, Pennsylvania; and Katherine Elizabeth Moore, daughter of Mr. John Francis Moore IV and Mrs. Stephanie 
Leblanc Moore, Tennessee. Whereas their fathers presented three of the demoiselles, Misses Zimmermann and Moore were 
escorted, in turn, by Mr. Bickham and Mr. Steven John Hoa Leblanc, members of the Society.  
 
 Among the dignitaries in attendance were President General Hollis, Gulf District Deputy President General Allerton, Past 
President General Jacks and his wife, Tara, and United States Daughters of 1812 President National Casper.  
 
 The 8th of January - long observed as America’s second Independence Day - was celebrated with ceremonies sponsored by the 
U.S. Park Service at the Chalmette Battlefield. General Society Gulf District Deputy President General Allerton and Louisiana Society 
President Villere laid a wreath at the Chalmette Monument in tribute to our forefathers who fought on the battlefield. Among the 
guest speakers were Louisiana Lt. Governor Nungesser, Gulf District Deputy President General Allerton, and the United States 
Daughters of 1812 President National Casper. 
 
 Following the Chalmette Battlefield ceremony, dignitaries returned to Jackson Square 
for a program sponsored by the Louisiana Society United States Daughters of 1812. Gulf 
District Deputy President General Allerton represented the General Society. President 
Villere, Treasurer Roquette Jr., and Past President Walker represented the Louisiana 
Society. The 205th Anniversary of the Battle of New Orleans concluded with a White Tie 
Banquet at Antoine’s Restaurant hosted by the Louisiana Historical Society. William 
Allerton III, a member of the Louisiana Historical Society, represented the General Society 
and President National Casper represented the United States Daughters of 1812.  
 
 President Villere concluded his report on the Battle of New Orleans activities and 
conducted an election of Louisiana Society officers and directors for 2020-21. Officers 
elected were Brig. Gen. John Bettes Dunlap III, President; Gregory Dalton Woolverton, Vice President; Rushton Garic Barrosse, 
Corresponding Secretary; Rene Navarre, Recording Secretary; Henry Phillip Rouquette, Jr., Treasurer; Paul Mire Melancon, 
Registrar; Gresham Talmadge Farrar, Jr., MD, Surgeon; Edward Sebastian Rapier, Jr., Chancellor; and Hon. John Clifford Grout, Jr. 
Chaplain. Society Representatives elected were Raphael Joseph Rabalais, Vice President General; Roger Francis Villere II, 
Immediate Past President; and Tony Vets, District Deputy President General. Executive Committee Members elected were Lt. Col. 
Jacques Doak Walker, Gerald Lloyd Schroeder Jr., John Earl McNamara, Hon. John Clifford Grout Jr., Thomas E. Jacks, Raphael 
Joseph Rabalais, George Alfred Coiron III, Mark A. Bickham, and Shannon R. Walgamotte. The Hon Eric. F. Skrmetta, Louisiana 
Public Service Commissioner and a distinguished member of the Society, administered the Oath of Office.  

 
 

 

 

Roger Villere, Sarah Scarlato, 
Catherine Zimmerman, and 
Shannon Walgamotte 

LA Kobi Painting,  
Hon. Eric F. Skrmetta,  
and Katherine Moore 

BG Rodney Painting,  
Elizabeth Skrmetta,  

and Major Mike Scarlto 

Chalmette Battlefield 
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Maryland 1812  
             Battle of Baltimore Events 

 The Society of the War of 1812 in the State of Maryland was able to have 

two celebrations commemorating the Battle of Baltimore despite the pandemic. 

 On Saturday, September 12, 2020, President G. Davis Calvert, Jr., was joined 

by Past Presidents King Barnes and James Schaub, and Recording Secretary Lou 

Giles in placing a wreath at the Battle Monument in Baltimore City, which was 

built by the citizens of Baltimore, 1815-25, to honor those who lost their lives in 

September, 1814. Their names are inscribed around the monument. 

    Later that morning, a wreath was placed at Major George Armistead’s 

statue at Ft. McHenry. The initial act of commander Armstead on arrival 

was to order “a flag so large that the British would have no difficulty 

seeing it from a distance.” Known as the Star-Spangled Banner Flag, it 

measured 42 feet by 30 feet and memorialized in a poem by Francis Scott 

Key, which later became our National Anthem. 

  On Sunday, September 13th, the Society was joined by the Maryland 

Society, United States Daughters of 1812 and the Children of 1812 at 

Mount Olivet Cemetery, Frederick, Maryland, at the grave of Francis Scott Key. Wreaths 

were placed followed by the Color Guard’s musket salute. 

    A surprise of the afternoon was the 

presentation by Maryland State 

Daughters President Connie Uy of the 

their prestigious “Spirit of 1812” Award to 

Christos Christou, our talented and 

hardworking Corresponding Secretary, 

genealogist and author.  

  Luncheon followed with its social distancing and other restrictions, and 

concluded with a talk by Christopher George, noted 1812 author, on his Favorite 

subject, Francis Scott Key.    

 

 

 

Challenge Coin Issued 
 

  Massachusetts President Ron Morneau developed a 

challenge coin, showcasing the famous U. S. S. 

Constitution. The coins are $10 with a $3 shipping 

fee ($13 total). Make checks out to Ron Morneau, 23 

Vera Rd, Middleton, MA 01949-1660. 

Francis Scott Key Monument at His Grave xx 

At the Battle Monument 

Massachusetts 1812  
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              Father and Son Grave Dedication 
     Pinckney, Michigan 

 On August 8, 2020, at 10 a.m., the Society of the War of 1812 in Michigan and the 

Huron Valley Chapter S. A. R. held a Dual Grave Dedication for a father and son. The father, 

Claudius Britton II, served in the Revolutionary War as a Scout in the Vermont Rangers and 

was a P.O.W. in Canada for over three years. The son, Claudius Britton III, served in the War 

of 1812 as a Private in the Vermont Militia. He served in Col. William B. Sumner’s Regiment, 

Capt. Wales’ Company Vermont Militia, enlisted at age 16 (April 12, 1814), and served for 

nine days. In attendance was 1812 Deputy President General Robert Pollock. Elijah J. Shalis 

was the host and organized the event as a member of both organizations. It was covered by 

MLive.com, Livingston Daily, and WHMI 93.5 FM.  

 
 

Memorial Day Remembrance 
Rolla, Missouri  

 Even though Rolla, Missouri, cancelled the Annual Memorial Day Ceremony this year, 

members of the General Daniel Bissell Chapter went to Central Missouri Veterans Memorial 

Park in Rolla, Missouri, and placed wreaths at the War of 1812 Marker and the 

Revolutionary War Marker. At the War of 1812 Marker a United States flag that had flown 

over Fort McHenry was displayed. Chapter participants were Darrell Ownby and 

Colorguardsman Frank Furman.  

        Missouri State Seal and Medal Set 

     President Sumner Hunnewell admired many of 

the state seals as found in the General Society’s 

directory. He asked his wife, Sylvia, to help design an 

appropriate state society design. The sketch was 

reviewed by the state society as a whole and, after 

some changes, was adopted. 

    The eagle can be found on U. S. coinage of the 

time. The blockhouse is one of common design. The 

four stars represent the four federal forts in the 

territory during the War. The fortification is flanked 

by a ranger and an regular soldier. The river 

represents the normal mode of transportation 

during the time. 

  Vice President J. Howard Fisk, who has been working with Missouri’s Bicentennial Commission, felt 

that our Society should issue sets of a large and miniature medal in conjunction with the state’s 200th 

anniversary in 2021. The bronze-finished medals are under construction at this time and should be 

available by early next year. The large medal is depicted on the right. 

Missouri 1812  

Michigan 1812  

Next of kin Muriel Read McGuire  
accepts ceremonial flags 

Compatriots Ownby and Furman 
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North Carolina 1812  
Gravesite restored 
Garland, North Carolina 

 

   The cemetery he is buried in was lost to time, a few family members, and Society member James Crook. However, they 

reclaimed it from mother nature this year. Sgt. Daniel James Melvin III’s original headstone had been broken due to a fallen tree 

and a part of the stone had gone missing. James Crook was pleased to install him a new headstone.  

    Sgt. Melvin was drafted on September 9, 1814, with the Third Regiment, 3rd 

Company North Carolina Militia - Bladen County, Capt. Caleb Stephens’ Company, and 

discharged on March 17, 1815. For nearly a year (March 18, 1814 to March 10, 1815), 

he served with Capt. John Sellers Company. One record shows he spent seven days in 

Wilmington from October 10 to October 17. A pay voucher dated July 15, 1817, bears 

the name Sgt. Daniel Melvin. 

    Melvin was born on March 29, 1794, in Bladen County, North Carolina, to Daniel 

James Melvin, Jr., and Sarah H. (West) Melvin. He was married three times. His wives 

were Celia Herrington, Rebecca Carver, and Elizabeth (Forbes) Parker. He died January 

10, 1876, and was buried between his first two wives in the Herrington / Melvin 

Cemetery also known as John Stephen Melvin Cemetery. The cemetery is located on 

Hog Nose Lane / Prestige Lane off of Melvin's Bridge Road, Garland, North Carolina. 

    Celia Melvin had four sons and five daughters by her husband. The older three sons 

fought in the Mexican War, one perishing there. His remaining sons were soldiers of 

the Civil War. Melvin’s father, Daniel James Melvin, Sr., came to the colonies from 

Scotland in 1718 and settled in Peters Creek, Bladen County, North Carolina, around 

1748. His descendants still live there today. 

 

 

Pennsylvanian Offers Popular On-Line War of 1812 Course 

   During these times of pandemic restrictions and stay-at-home / 

work-at-home orders, on-line learning has surged as schools and 

colleges explore innovative means of educating students, and students 

of the War of 1812 have been among the beneficiaries.  

   Richard Sperry, member and Secretary of the Society of the War of 

1812 in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, has been among the on-

line education innovators, utilizing the burgeoning Zoom and Zoom-

related technologies to provide easily accessible on-line classrooms. As 

founder of the popular “History 500” website (www.history500.com), 

which provides curated reading lists of the best American and world 

history books spanning civilization’s major eras, Richard is a firm 

believer in “continuing education” and “life-long learning.”  

   One of the reasons for the great popularity of “History 500” is that it provides accessible entry points and guidance for those 

wishing to increase their knowledge and awareness specific historical eras. You might have an interest in learning more about the 

War of 1812 or the Korean War, but where do you start reading? These reading lists include the acknowledged history classics and 

well-written overviews that offer readers guidance as to where they can start with their learning. 

Pennsylvania 
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   The development of the on-line courses was a natural evolution from the reading lists. The format for the courses consists of a 

series of live lectures supplemented with many historic illustrations, informative maps, and contemporary photographs, with 

numerous opportunities for questions and answers and classroom exchanges. 

   The initial courses on World War II in the Pacific and the Korean War having proven very popular, Richard decided that there 

might be interest in the War of 1812. Although most Society of the War of 1812 members might have knowledge of the timeline of 

major events of the War and the major American, British, Canadian, and Native American, members of the general public remain a 

bit more fuzzy on the War, perhaps not having formally studied the era since college or high school. 

   Amidst the pandemic, the first offering of the War of 1812 course took place and took off! The class, filled to is maximum, 

proved very popular with the on-line students. Four one-hour sessions were offered for $80 (in addition there were several “make 

up” classes held during evening hours) and were well attended. The lectures featured well-researched summaries of the political 

and diplomatic elements of the War, as well as all of the major land and naval battles, featuring short biographies of key figures all 

along the way. 

   The course is appropriate for both adult learners and high school and college students seeking to better understand the 

history, causes, and lasting influences of the War of 1812. For more information on upcoming offerings of the course, please visit 

the website. All 1812 state Societies members are welcome and encouraged to attend these on-line courses. For a full course 

description, recent course reviews, cost and to sign up, go to the "Courses" page at http://history500.com/courses 

 

 
 

 

Battle of Medina Commemoration 
Atascosa Co., Texas 

    The Battle of Medina, a battle on or about August 18, 1813, which 

ranks as the bloodiest ever on Texas soil, was commemorated by history 

buffs and descendants of the combatants for the Spanish Royal Army and 

the Republican Army of the North, whose ranks included Tejanos and 

Native Americans. 

   In the past, sometimes despite steady rain, roughly 100 people 

gathered to rededicate markers placed along Applewhite Road in Atascosa County honoring the sacrifice of roughly 1,250 rebel 

lives lost fighting the Spanish in a furious battle that involved infantry, cavalry and artillery. “Their blood has brought us freedom.” 

Reenacting participants dressed in period costume attending the event in what is now farmland about 20 miles south of San 

Antonio. 

   The 20th such local observation of the battle, this year’s event received acknowledgement from Medina County Historical 

Commission, Atascosa County, and The Battle of Medina Historical Society. 

   An “unofficial” gathering of historians and descendants paid homage at a memorial off Old Applewhite Road in Atascosa 

County, commemorating the fallen of the Battle of Medina on the late morning of August 22, 2020. Wearing period clothing, the 

members of living history associations fired a single musket volley to mark the occasion, the bloodiest battle ever fought on Texas 

soil.  

Cemetery Clean-up 
Houston, Texas 

  The Daughters of the American Revolution organized a clean-up service project at the 

Woodlawn Cemetery in Houston, where about 200 people helped.  

  Members Tom Jackson and Tom Johnson helped clean about 100 to 200 headstones. It was a 

perfect weather day for the effort, and there was about 50 to 60 teenagers and young people 

present working hard to clean the headstones of primarily World War I veterans and their families.  

Texas 1812  
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Virginia 1812  
Virginia Society President Stuart L. Butler Writes Article for Local History Magazine 

  
   Stuart L. Butler, President of the Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth 

of Virginia (2018-20) recently had an article published in the Northern Neck of Virginia 

Historical Magazine (December 2019) entitled “Northern Neck Militia Commissions, 

Including Essex and Middlesex Counties, 1793-1815.” The article was based on 

extensive research of county court records as well as records of Officers in the Virginia 

Militia in the Library of Virginia. It encompasses the commissioned officers from the 

five counties in the Northern Neck of Virginia: King George, Northumberland, 

Lancaster, Richmond and Westmoreland, as well as Essex and Middlesex Counties.  

   Defender Butler is the former assistant branch chief of the Military Archives 

Division of the National Archives and Records Administration. He served on the Citizens 

Advisory Council for the Virginia Bicentennial of the American War of 1812 Commission 

from 2011-15. He is also the author of several published books on the War of 1812 and 

Virginia as well. The Virginia Society is proud to have someone with his education and 

knowledge as our president. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On-line Meeting Resource Available 
 

     When President General Mabee attended an on-line meeting with 

the Utah Society, he was impressed with the Powerpoint presentation 

which was used by the Society for the conducting of their business. 

   Anyone interested in a copy of the 

presentation, is welcome to write to 

the editor of The 1812 War Cry 

(HildifonsTook@prodigy.net) and he 

will be happy to send a copy to you. 

 

Utah 1812  

  Many thanks to the following people who provided state reports and/or photos: Robert Ridenour (Ill.), Mike Kreps (Ind.), Mike 
Rowley (Ia.), Mike King (Ky.), William Allerton III (La.), George Davis Calvert, Jr. (Md.), Ron Morneau (Mass.), Elijah J. Shalis (Mich.), 
J. Howard Fisk (Mo.), James Crook and Jerry Higgins (N. C.), Eugene Bolt (Pa.), John Thompson and David Hamaker (Tx.), Paul 
Walden (Va.), and Bill Simpson (Utah). 

The presentations consists 

of 11 slides and can be 

tailored to manage on-line 

or in-person meetings. 
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Insignia Cufflinks 

Grave marker and Large Insigne 

Triennial Yearbook 

Only a few copies remain  
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Address Service Requested 

General Society of the War of 1812 

166th Annual Membership Meeting — Philadelphia 

August 6-9, 2021 

Headquarters: Philadelphia Marriott Old City 

On Dock Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 

(215) 238-6000 

Rate $139 per night + taxes and fees 

Ask for the “War of 1812” block 

Details online: https://gswar1812.org/meetings/ 

Questions? E-mail Eugene Bolt at 

eugene.a.bolt.jr@gmail.com


